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An infroduction to claiming compensation: Amputations

INTRODUCTION

Amputation is a life-changing injury, but it doesn’'t need to mean the end of

independence, mobility or quality of life.

With the right support, rehabilitation and adaptations many people go on to
rebuild their lives, return to work and regain a strong sense of control and

confidence.

At Thompsons we have supported adults and children affected by amputations
to access the compensation, care and rehabilitation they need to move
forward. We understand that the impact of limb loss is not only physical but
emotional and psychological and that it impacts the wider family. With early
access to specialist support, including prosthetics, mobility aids and home or
workplace adaptations recovery is significantly improved and independence

maximised.
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WHY THOMPSONS?

Serious injury cases such as amputation require specialist legal expertise. Our
serious injury team brings together experienced solicitors with trusted medical
rehabilitation and disability experts to support clients through every stage of

their recovery and claim.

We focus on:

. Securing early access to rehabilitation and specialist freatment
. Supporting independence and long-term recovery

. Ensuring access to appropriate prosthesis and mobility aids

. Funding suitable or adapted homes and/or vehicles

. Optimising compensation levels to support future needs

Our aim is simple, to help clients rebuild their lives with dignity, independence

and financial security.

REHABILITATION AND RECOVERY

Recovery from amputation does not end at discharge from hospital. A
coordinated rehabilitation plan is often essential to achieving the best possible
outcome. This may involve a range of specialists working together and can

include the following:

. Amputee rehabilitation consultants
. Prosthetists

. Occupational therapists

. Care and support coordinators

. Employment consultants

. Architects and assistive technology experts
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Early rehabilitation and access to specialist services can make a significant
impact, long term, on recovery. This significantly improves independence and

quality of life outcomes for those with amputation.

Advances in prosthetic tfechnology mean many people are able to achieve
greater comfort, mobility and independence than ever before. One such
development is osseointegration. Osseointegration involves a surgical
procedure where a metal implant is inserted info the bone at the amputation
site. This allows a prosthetic limb to be securely attached to the body without
the need for a traditional socket which causes pain and pressure on the
amputation site. The tfreatment is not suitable for everyone, and careful medical
assessment is required. However, where appropriate it can be life changing. As
part of any compensation claim we deal with it may be possible to secure
funding for advanced prosthetic options to meet our clients’ hneeds where
these are recommended by the medical experts. The earlier this is identified the
better. Access to the right technology, combined with specialist rehabilitation

can play a key role in restoring independence and quality of life.

A [:I.IENT EXPERIEN[:E (anonymised case study)

Our client suffered the loss of their dominant arm following a serious acci-
dent at work.

Following the injury they initially received a standard prosthesis from the NHS
which did not provide any level of function they needed for everyday life.

Through early legal support and rehabilitation funding the y were able to
access specialist services, including assessment at a dedicated prosthesis
centre and access to advanced prosthesis options.

Following the specialist assessment our client was identified as a suitable
candidate for advanced prosthesis treatment. This provided pioneering
technology which supported a more stable and functional connection to
their prosthetic limb, significantly improving their mobility, function and day
to day independence.
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MAKING AN AMPPUTATION COMPENSATION CLAIM
TIMING CAN BE VITAL

There is usually a three-year time limit to bring a personal injury claim, starting
from the date of the accident giving rise to your injury.

Early instruction gives your legal case the best chance to succeed as it allows
our team to:

. Secure vital evidence quickly
. Arrange early rehabilitation support

. Secure interim payments to prevent financial hardship and allow tfreatment
to continue, where necessary

. Assist with urgent needs such as care, equipment and accommodation
adaptations

Prompt action makes a significant difference to both recovery and financial se-
curity, so it is always recommended to seek advice as soon as possible after an
accident.
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HOW MUCH COMPENSATION MIGHT BE AWARDED?

Compensation is designed to support recovery and rebuild independence. It
will include payments for the pain and suffering (solatium), loss of earnings
(past and future), loss of pension, disadvantage on the labour market, care
and support needs (past and future), medical freatment and rehabilitation
costs (past and future), fravel and transport expenses (past and future), costs
of prosthetics and specialist equipment, home and vehicle adaptations, care
support with daily living and independence and the cost of having others do
work that's not possible since the accident, the likes of DIY, gardening, car

maintenance and decorating.

With the right support, many people affected by amputation go on to live full,

independent and active lives.

Compensation is not just about the injury suffered, it is about securing the
resources needed to ensure optimized recovery, independence and future
opportunity. That's why at Thompsons we work alongside our clients to ensure
they have access to exceptional, industry leading experts in rehabilitation
and support. We also ensure maximum compensation to take care of
ongoing financial support needs to allow clients to move forward with

confidence.
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Next steps

We hope this booklet has provided you with the information

and guidance you need.

If you would like to talk to us to discuss your situation in more detail, you
can contact us, without obligation, for free compensation claim

advice.
Phone us: 0141 566 6899

Visit us: TalkToThompsons.com
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Department for Work and Pensions benefit enquiry line
Freephone 0800 328 5644
0800 9217 2222 or 0800 731 0469

Limbless Association
Helpline 0800 644 0185

www.limbless-association.org/la-helpline

Amputee Coadalition
www.amputee-coalition.org
Independent Living Funds
0300 200 2022

https://ilf.scot/contact-us

Disabled Living Foundation
Helpline: 0300 123 3084 (9am-5pm Monday to Friday)
info@dlf.org.uk

www.livihngmadeeasy.org.uk

Care Inspectorate
0345 600 9527

www.careinspectorate.com

NHS 24

www.nhs24.scot/contact
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http://www.livingmadeeasy.org.uk

0141 566 6899
For more information visit:

TalkToThompsons.com

X: hitps://x.com/TalkToThompsons

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/talktothompsons/

Facebook: hitps://www.facebook.com/Thompsons.Solicitors.Scotland

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/talk-to-thompsons/

The information contained in this booklet is more generalised and not a
substitute for individual legal advice. You should talk to a lawyer or
adyviser before making any decision about a legal issue you are

experiencing.
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